
T HINK  O F  A  CIRCLE .  WHICH  COLOUR  BEST

SUITS  ITS  S HA P E?  WHA T  ABOUT  A  SQUARE  OR

A  TRIANGLE?  OR  NUMBERS?  OR  MONT HS  O F

T H E  Y EAR?

TR Y  ASKING  Y OUR  FRIENDS  AND  COMPARING

RESULTS .  Y OU  MIGHT  BE  SUR PRISED  A T  H OW

MUCH  P E O PL E  AGREE .  IN  T H E  PAST  P E O PL E

HAV E  BEEN  V E R Y  INTERESTED  IN  T H ESE

COLOURS  ASSOCIA TIONS .  H OW  ABOUT  MAKING

AN  UP - TO -DA TE  SURVE Y? TAKE  S E V EN  BOTTLES  O F  MILK  AND

USING  FO OD  COLOURING  MAKE  EACH

BOTTLE  A  DIFFERENT  COLOUR .  O F F ER

YOUR  FRIENDS  A  DRINK  AND  MAKE  A

CHART  TO  R ECORD  T H EIR  R EACTIONS

FROM  DELICIOUS  TO  UGH !

H E R E  A R E  T W O  C O L O U R  A S S O C I A T I O N  E X P E R I M E N T S  T H A T  Y O U  C A N  D O .



TR Y  T HIS  EX P ERIMENT  -

DIVIDE  A  PIECE  O F  PA P ER  IN  HALF

DRAW  TWO  OUTLINE  GOLDFISH  BOWLS  WITH  

A  BRIGHTLY  COLOURED  FISH  IN  ON E  BOWL

AND  ONLY  A  BLACK  DOT  E Y E  IN  T H E  O T H ER .

O R  DRAW  TWO  ANIMAL  CAGES  WITH  A

BRIGHTLY  COLOURED  ANIMAL  IN  ON E  CAGE

AND  A  BLACK  DOT  E Y E  IN  T H E  O T H ER .

S TARE  A T  T H E  COLOURED  ANIMAL  FOR  1 /2  A  MINUTE ,  T H E N  LO OK  A T  T H E  S P O T  IN  T H E  ‘ EM P T Y ’

BOWL  OR  CAGE .

Y OU  WILL  S E E  T H E  SAME  S HA P E .  T HIS  IS  CALLED  AN  AFT ER -IMAGE .  BUT  WHA T  COLOUR  IS  IT?

WHA T  R ELA TIONSHIP  DO  T H E  COLOURS  O F  T H E  ORIGINAL  AND  T H E  AFT ER -IMAGE  HAV E  T O  EACH

OT H ER?  COMPLEMENTAR Y?



HERE IS AN EXPERIMENT THA T HELPS YOU SEE HOW COLOURS ARE EFFECTED BY THEIR SURROUNDINGS.

-  TAKE  TWO  PIECES  O F  PA P ER  T H E  SAME  SIZE  ( A3  IS  GO OD ) ,

A ND  DIVIDE  EACH  IN  HALF  B Y  F OLDING  OR  MEASURING.

-  IN  ON E  PIECE  CUT  OUT  TWO  IDENTICAL  S HA P ES .

-  O N  T H E  O T H ER  PIECE  DRAW  T H E  SAME  S HA P ES  SLIGHTLY

BIGGER

-  C HO OSE  AN Y  TWO  CONTRASTING  COLOURS ,  ( R ED  AND  GREEN ,

BLUE  AND  Y ELLOW ,  BLUE  AND  R ED  E TC )  AND  PAINT  AS  A

BACKGROUND  AROUND  T H E  DRAWN  S HA P ES  -  O N E  COLOUR  ON

EACH  HALF.

-  MIX  T H E  TWO  COLOURS  TOGET H ER  AND  PAINT  BOT H  S HA P ES

WITH  T HIS  N EW  COLOUR .

-  HINGE  T H E  FIRST  PIECE  ON  T O P  O F  T H E  PAINTING  SO  IT  CAN  BE  USED  AS  A  MASK  OR  WINDOW.

S HOW  FRIENDS  T H E  PAINTING  WITH  T H E  WINDOW  O P E N  AND  ASK  T H EM  TO  LO OK  A T  T H E  TWO

DIFFERENT  COLOUR  S HA P ES .  SUR PRISE  T H EM  B Y  CLOSING  T H E  WINDOW  TO  R E V EAL  T HA T  T H E  TWO

SHA P ES  ARE  IN  FACT  T H E  SAME  COLOUR !  T H E  SURROUNDING  COLOUR  INFLUENCES  T H E  COLOUR

THA T  Y OU  SE E .  Y OU  CAN  P LAY  WITH  T H ES E  S HIFTS  IN  COLOUR  USING  DIFFERENT  MA TERIALS  AND

S HA P ES .  T R Y  EX P ERIMENTING  WITH  T H E  SIZE  AND  SCALE .


